52            ORMSBY MACKNIGET MITCHEL,

mence at once the execution of it. The evening came
round, and the chapel was crowded with an audience pre-
cisely such as I would have chosen could the selection have
been placed in my hands. At the close of the lecture I in-
formed the audience,that for a few moments I desired their
attention to a matter of deep interest to me, and one which
I was confident, from what I had just seen and heard,
would receive their cordial approbation, if not their hearty
cooperation. I remarked that up to this time our own
country had taken no part in the great movement in
astronomical science, which during the present century
has been attended with such wonderful discoveries. Ours
was a belief founded most emphatically on faith and not
on sight. While the nations of Europe were vying with
each other in the career of discovery, the United States,
not less deeply interested mentally and commercially than
any nation on earth, was lying indifferent, while from the
Old World the finger of scorn was pointed at our profound
republican ignorance. We had literally done nothing.
While Russia with its hordes of barbarians boasted the
finest observatory in the world, our own country with all
its freedom and intelligence had been recently reported by
the Astronomer Eoyal of England not to possess a single
observatory within all its vast extent. It had been even
said that the efforts in Congress had forever sealed the
fate of astronomical science in this country. The govern-
ment could never become the patron of astronomy, since
no representative would risk in its defence his reputation
for sanity. The scientific were too few and too poor to
attempt any great enterprise; while the wealthy were too
indolent and too indifferent to lend their aid extensively
to a matter of which they knew but little.
^ What, then, can be done ? The answer is easy and
simple. I will go to the people, and by the anvil of the
blacksmith, by the workbench of the carpenter, and thus
onward to the rich parlor of the wealthy, I will plead the
cause of science. I have resolved to raise seven thousand
five hundred dollars; and my plan is this : Divide the entire
sum into three hundred shares of stock, each share beingy Hternry
